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Module Aims: To develop awareness and understanding of research methods in 
preparation for undertaking a small-scale qualitative research project. 
 

 

Intended Learning Outcomes: 
 
At the end of this module, using academic writing conventions, including Harvard 
referencing, students will be able to: 
 
1. Present a critical literature review on a child, family, community or education issue. (1, 5) 
2. Examine qualitative paradigms/approaches to research design. (6) 
3. Design, trial and evaluate two primary research tools (questionnaire and interview). (3, 4, 

6) 
4. Critically discuss the ethical issues associated with conducting research. 



 
Key skills for employability (*) covered by this module: 
 
1. Written, oral and media communication skills (*) 
2. Leadership, team working and networking skills  
3. Opportunity, creativity and problem solving skills (*) 
4. Information technology skills and digital literacy (*) 
5. Information management skills (*) 
6. Research skills (*) 
7. Intercultural and sustainability skills  
8. Career management skills  
9. Learning to learn (managing personal/professional development, self-management)  
10. Numeracy  
 

 
Assessment:  
 
A research proposal which could lead to a small and realistic qualitative study being carried out 
in a child, family, community, or education setting. Key sub-sections within the proposal should 
include: aim/rationale; brief literature review; proposed methods, including qualitative research 
paradigm/approaches; participant sampling framework; an evaluation of two primary research 
tools (interview schedule and semi-structured questionnaire) that have been trialled; a critical 
discussion of any ethical issues to be considered (e.g. sensitive topic, setting and participants). 
 
 

Assessment 
number 

Learning 
Outcomes to 

be met 

Type of assessment Weighting Word count (or 
equivalent if 
appropriate) 

1 
 

1 ,2, 3, 4 Research Proposal 100% 3,000 

 

Learning and Teaching Strategies: 
 
The module will consist of lead lectures, seminars, on-line materials, practical workshops and 
one-to-one/small group tutorials. Students will be expected to make full use of the University’s 
library and VLE to enhance their study. 
 
 

Syllabus Outline: 
 

 Role of research when working with children, young people and families 

 Qualitative approaches to research design, data collection and analysis (e.g. interpretivist; 
deductive; case study; action research; ethnography) 

 Understanding the difference between quantitative and qualitative research methods 

 Primary research tools (e.g., questionnaire; interview; fieldwork journal; observation; 
discussion groups; creative approaches with children: artwork, photography, games) 

 Sampling frameworks 

 Ethical considerations (e.g. gaining permission, right to withdraw, right to confidentiality, 
research bias, objectivity/subjectivity) 

 Design of a research proposal (i.e. working title/aim; literature review/rationale, methods/ 
methodology, ethics, reference list; appendices: interview schedule and questionnaire). 
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